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Positive Solutions for Families

Love Kids? Become a Trusted Child Care Hero!

Do you already help care for a grandchild, niece, neighbor, or
family friend? You might already be what we call an FFN
provider – that’s Family, Friend, and Neighbor care – and you’re
doing one of the most important jobs in our community!

We’re now offering a FREE class starting July 8 to help you
become an official FFN provider — and spots are limited!

REGISTER BY JULY 3RD to take advantage of this opportunity
before our grant ends in September.

Care for up to 4 children in your home
No license required
Get support, training, and resources — FREE

Make a difference for families who already trust you. More than
half of Colorado families rely on FFN care — join this powerful
community of caregivers today!

Ready to sign up or want more info?

Message Veronica Cisneros at sesbi@eccslv.org or click the here
to get started now!

mailto:sesbi@eccslv.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdpF1z7eBadN-QrMYD_bHoO3tfMXpqw7ALQZ8bqoe-CqfWsQ/viewform
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=6f9a96e2-c3b3-4ec1-9aed-4af0d8587d9b


Click here to view the full size flyer.

Free Dental Clinic – October 17–18 in Loveland

COMOM (Colorado Mission of Mercy) is hosting free dental care
at The Ranch in Loveland. This event is for anyone and there
are no sign-up rules or costs—just show up. It’s first come, first
served. You can sign up early on Thursday, October 16 at 4pm.
People who need dentures may also get help. See the flyer for
more info. They are also looking for volunteers who speak
English and Spanish!

https://files.constantcontact.com/340fe644901/bf603621-23b2-4b42-8ba9-ed333a63c863.pdf?rdr=true_gl=1*32m3pz*_ga*MTA0MDkzMzY4NC4xNzUwNjkwNDMy*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*czE3NTA2OTA0MzIkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTA2OTE5NDgkajI3JGwwJGgw




Free Classes for Grandparents raising children!

If you are a grandparent raising children or know someone who
is, this program can provide tools and support you need to
succeed!



Coaching

Great educators do more than teach; another characteristic of
early childhood educators is curiosity.
 
Curiosity: Seeing Children with Wonder

Curiosity fuels connection and discovery. It’s a willingness to
approach children — not with assumption or certainty — but
with a sense of wonder.



Curious educators listen deeply, ask questions, and explore
alongside children.

They see each child as unique and capable, resisting the urge to
impose preconceived ideas.

As poet Mary Oliver famously wrote, curiosity follows three
simple steps:

1.                     Pay attention.
2.                     Be astonished.
3.                     Tell about it.
 

Coaching

"My contention is, first, that we should want more from our
educational efforts than adequate academic achievement and,
second, that we will not achieve even that meager success
unless our children believe that they themselves are cared for
and learn to care for others."– Nel Noddings
 
"The first indication of a high-quality program is the relationship
between child and adult."
 
Carol Garboden Murray’s acclaimed book, Illuminating Care: The
Pedagogy of Care in Early Childhood Communities "calls on us to
have the courage to challenge the notion that care is
subordinate to education."
Garboden Murray writes, "Imagine the difference between the
early childhood teacher who treats care as drudgery – and the
one who treats care as education and honors care as an
intellectual exchange."
She explains that daily care rituals (eating together, resting,
diapering, dressing…) are often mistakenly devalued instead of
being honored.
"Care is the making of humans.
Care is the first lesson of love, connection and dependency.
Care rituals demonstrate quintessential whole person learning –

https://dimensions.emlnk9.com/lt.php?x=3DZy~GDJJFaiD5F50NDFV.lv~nVWvgL0wxY0X5HHVnXK55Sv-ky.0eJy1nNzidbyjvYxZ6HIKnCZ6m


the integration of mind, body, heart and soul."
 
"We are first teachers, and caring is central to our pedagogy
and practice."
 
Who do you care for? What is your care story?

Expanding Quality in Infant Toddler Care (EQIT)
 
Great News!
The Early Childhood Council of the San Luis Valley EQIT Team
is pleased to announce the upcoming EQIT Fall 2025 Course.
 
The course will be held virtually and a sneak peek at the
schedule is available here.  
 
Registration will be available through the Professional
Development Information System (PDIS) beginning July 1,
2025.  

Click here for to view the fall schedule.

Click here for more information.
 
If you have questions or need more information please contact
Tina Esquibel at 719-937-4010 or itquality@eccslv.org

https://files.constantcontact.com/340fe644901/a20023e3-69b6-47d3-beaf-247bf4958ede.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/340fe644901/a20023e3-69b6-47d3-beaf-247bf4958ede.docx?rdr=true
tel:719-937-4010
http://itquality@eccslv.org


Exciting News: Tiger Early Learning Center Now
Enrolling for Fall 2025!

The Upper Rio Grande School District is thrilled to announce the
upcoming opening of the Tiger Early Learning Center, scheduled
for September 2025. This new facility will serve toddlers
between the ages of 12 to 36 months, providing a nurturing,
play-based environment that supports early childhood
development.

Enrollment is now open and will continue until all spots are
filled. Families are encouraged to act quickly to secure a place
for their little one. Applications can be picked up directly at Del
Norte Elementary School.

For more information, please contact Amy Duda at 719-657-
4050 ext. 2001 or via email at aduda@urtigers.co.

FREE CHILD CARE SERVICES IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS!!

Early Head Start has free childcare spots open now in several
locations for qualifying families.
Contact Ramona or Erica at 719-937-4010 for more information.

Spots are limited—apply today:

Click the link below to complete the interest form.

Click Here for interest form.

tel:719-657-4050
http://aduda@urtigers.co
tel:719-937-4010
https://www.childplus.net/apply/en-us/B3F4806DC13695D62179FE4B5B35106D/5DE661785288CFC9669B2F5FB68F4A5B


Enrolling for UPK 2025-2026!

Starting to think about Preschool in the fall? Not sure how to go
about registering for UPK ? follow the link below and check



this out!

Quick and easy enrollment at https://upk.colorado.gov/

Questions? Reach out to us today, we’re here to help!

Lcoresource@eccslv.org 
719-214-6202

Early Intervention Colorado

Is a program that provides supports and services to families with
children birth through three years old who have developmental
needs. Anyone can refer a family, no need for a doctor’s
referral. Early Intervention gives parents the tools and support
they need to help their child thrive. Early Intervention services
are free to families as there are no income requirements that
need to be met.

Getting an evaluation through Early Intervention Colorado is
easy. Early Intervention Colorado evaluation gives families great
information on where their child’s strengths are and where they
may need support in their development.  

https://upk.colorado.gov/
http://Lcoresource@eccslv.org
tel:719-214-6202


For more information, please click here or call 1-800-777-4041.

Rural COMTSS Summit – July 31 & August 1 at
Adams State University

Educators and community partners are invited to the Rural
Colorado Multi-Tiered System of Supports (COMTSS) Summit—a
free 2-day event focused on supporting rural schools and
communities. The summit includes engaging sessions, keynote
speakers, and hands-on strategies around reading, behavior,
mental health, absenteeism, and more. Lunch and CEUs are
provided, and graduate credit is available.
Two breakout sessions are planned by our own staff:

From Chaos to Calm: Building Social-Emotional Foundations
in Rural Early Childhood Settings
Light Up Your Classroom with an SEL Spark: Embedding
Mental Health into MTSS from the Start

Register by July 15 using the link in the flyer!

https://dcfs.my.salesforce-sites.com/eicolorado?lang=en
tel:1-800-777-4041


Check out these educational opportunities! 



Do you have something you would like to share in our newsletter?

If individuals and organizations in the community want to share relevant information

through this email list, ECCSLV will do their best to include the information in the next

available e-newsletter.

ECCSLV considers requests based on relevance, capacity, and timeliness. We do not

guarantee that all information will be shared.

Stay connected with us!

Subscribe to our
newsletter!

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/eEwNSVC?source_id=6f9a96e2-c3b3-4ec1-9aed-4af0d8587d9b&source_type=em&c=


Click on the social media links below to follow us on all platforms!
We post regularly to our social media accounts regarding events and
important last minute information that is usually not included in our

bi-weekly newsletters.
Be sure you are subscribed so you don't miss out!

      

Early Childhood Council | 401 Santa Fe Avenue | Alamosa, CO 81101 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

http://www.facebook.com/eccslv
https://www.instagram.com/p/CoxN57wLXRm/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.youtube.com/@earlychildhoodcouncilslv5295
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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